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Base a

dvisory

board starts

A Base Realignment and Clo-,
sure (BRAC) Cleanup Team (BCT)

and a Restoration Advisory Board
(RAB) have been established at
Naval Air Station Memphfs.

The two groups, which are to
expedite the disposal and reuse of
NAS Memphis properties, have
been formed in response to the

President’s five-point plan issued
earlier this year.

David Porter, the BRAC Envi-
ronmental Coordinator (BEC) as-
signed to NAS Memphis, has been
working with the base, state and
federal regulatory agencies, and
the community to establish these
two teams. “The work of both of
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these teams will play a vitalrolein
the appropriate resolution of envi-
ronmental concerns at NAS Mem-
phis, whichin turn will make prop-
erty, that is being excesaed by the
Navy, available for reuse more
quickly.”

Porter is an employee of the
Southern Division, Naval Facili-
ties Engineering Command of
Charleston, S.C. The Southern
Division works with all Navy and
Marine Corps activities within its
26-gtate area on all facilities-re-
ated matters, one of which is b~se
realignments and closures. As the
BEC assigned to NAS Memphis,
Porter will work full-time toward
completing the baseline survey
thatis required at all bases slated
for realignment or closure, devel-
oping a cleanyp plan and working
with the base and the community
toward a workable reuse plan.

" Fhe BRAC Cleanup Team will

serve as the main forum to discuss
issues affecting the execution of
cleanup activities that will affect
reuse. Navy and State and Fed-
eral regulatory ngencies will work
together to ensure that appropri-
ate environmental response ac-
tions are executed to ensure that
NAS Memphis property is made
available for reuse as quickly as
possible. Decisions made by this
team on the approach to follow to
resolve environmental issues at
NAS Memphis will be based on
information provided to them from
the baseline environmental sur-
vey conducted from NAS Mem-
phis, as well as input provided by
the Restoration Advisory Board
(RAB).

The primary focusof the RAB is
to ensure that environmental re-
sponse actions proposed by the
Base Cleanup Team are under-
stood and supported by the com-
munity, Porter said. The purpose
of the RAB is to provide for the
exchange of information between
the Navy, government agencies,
and the community regarding en-
vironmental cleanup issues.

The Navy is seeking public par-
ticipation on the RAB from local
citizens who have an interest in
the environmental restoration and
reuse of property resulting in the
realignment of NAS Memphis.

Thefirst meetingofthe RAB for
NAS Memphis will be at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 22, at the Millington
City Hall Council Chambers. This
meeting, as well as all meetings of
this RAB, will be open to the pub-
lic. All interested members of the
community are encouraged to at-
tend.

For additionalinformation,con-
tact the NAS Memphis Public Af-
fairs Office, 873-6761.




